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What Is Fishtrap?

Fishtrap is a literary arts and humanities nonprofit based in Wallowa County, Oregon.

Since the first Summer Fishtrap Gathering in 1988, Fishtrap has been a key player in cultivating
and promoting writers, helping to establish the West as a rich source for literature, poetry, and
storytelling. We believe the West—as both a place and an idea—holds a wealth of creative lifelong
learning opportunities for anyone with a story to share or an idea to explore. Our home in beautiful
Wallowa County, Oregon provides inspiration for experienced and aspiring writers to connect with
community and contemplate the issues and complexities of the contemporary Western landscape:
its history, its present, and its future.

Fishtrap cultivates clear thinking and good writing
in and about the West.




4oth Summer F|shtrap Gathering of erters
June 22-27, 2027
Registration opens kebruary 1, 2027

Join us next June at Wallowa Lake where you're sure to get some writing
done! Spend a week in community with fellow writers led by some of the
best teaching artists in the West. Workshv“gffered include fiction,

in r\iéw_'lgnd creative ways.
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Summer Fishtrap

New for 2027: Summer Afternoon Salon

Want a taste of Summer Fishtrap without signing up for a week-long workshop? The Summer
Writer’s Salon opens the door. Your registration gives you access to afternoon and evening craft
talks, readings, panel discussions, open mics, and special events—a chance to gather with writers,
listen deeply, share generously, and soak up the particular magic of Fishtrap.

No workshop commitment. Just good words, good company, and a summer full of possibility.

2027 Fishtrap Fellowships

Accepting applications November 1-December 1, 2026

Fishtrap fellowships are designed to provide new and emerging writers with an
opportunity to connect with and be inspired by a writing community as they
pursue their professional aspirations. Many of our past fellows have gone on to
become award-winning authors and educators. A Fishtrap Fellowship covers
registration, food, and lodging for the 2027 Summer Fishtrap Gathering of
Writers. Applications require a cover letter and writing sample. Learn more and
apply at fishtrap.org.

2027 Summer Fishtrap Scholarships
Accepting applications November 1- December 1, 2026

Thanks to the generous support from donors, foundations, and local businesses,
Fishtrap is able to offer a number of need-based scholarship opportunities that
cover the cost of registration for Summer Fishtrap plus a small travel stipend.
Learn more and apply at fishtrap.org.




Fishtrap’s Yearlong Writers Workshop with

Debra Magpie Earling
June 2027 - June 2028
Applications open November 1, 2026

Fishtrap’s Yearlong Writers Workshop is a 13-month intensive
distance-learning program that focuses on one-on-one
instruction to help you reach your goals as a writer. During the
year, you will work closely with your instructor and fellow
students, exchanging your work for review. With each exchange, |
you move closer toward completing a full-length manuscript. r
The Yearlong Writers Workshop is best suited for those who
have started, or are about to start, a book-length project:

« longform fiction, including novels and short story
collections

+ longform nonfiction, including memoir, research-based
narrative, and essay collections

hybrid mixes
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CMarie Fuhrman's Outpost on the Zumwalt Prairie
June 14-19, 2027
Registration opens December 1, 2026

Be a part of a close-knit group of writers for a week to unplug, be inspired by nature, and have
the time and support to write about it. Fishtrap's Outpost on the Zumwalt Prairie connects
you with an experienced instructor to help guide you on your writing journey. Author and
educator CMarie Fuhrman leads the 2027 program along with biologist Janet Hohmann to
help participants interpret and interact with the natural world.

Beyond the Prairie

The stories and connections begun on the prairie deserve a place to grow. For
those who wish to continue the journey, this 8-month add-on workshop offers a
dedicated space to transform your generative work from Outpost into polished,
submittable poems and prose. Open to 2027 Outpost participants only




Fishtrap Writing Groups Writing Classes and Workshops
September - May October - May

R ancrapiing Write. Learn. Connect. Express your creativity.

Are you finding it difficult to set Tell your story. Meet other writers and thinkers
aside dedicated time to work on through Fishtrap workshops. Fishtrap offers a
your writing project? Are you variety of online and in-person workshops
looking for a community of writers throughout the year, from weekend classes to
who can encourage you, provide multi-week courses in poetry, essay, fiction,
some accountability, or feedback? nonfiction, and much more. Writers of all ages
Come on in! Join us in-person or and experiences are welcome.

online the second week of the
month and write with us. There’s no
commitment — other than the one
you make to yourself. Drop-ins are
welcome!
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Event Calendar
Dates and events subject to change. Visit fishtrap.org for the latest updates.

October

10/2: Fishtrap Fireside

10/3: Soliloquy Café: Youth Writing Group & Open Mic December

10/6: Autumn Leaves: 4-week workshop with Amy Minato 12/1: Summer Fishtrap

10/9: Fishtrap Writing Group Fellowship & Scholarship

10/10: Fishtrap Online Writing Group applications close

10/24-25: MidValley Theatre Company: Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 12/4: Fishtrap Fireside

10/31: Trunk or Treat at Fishtrap 12/5: Soliloquy Café: Youth
Writing Group & Open Mic

12/11: Fishtrap Writing Group

1212: Fishtrap Online Writing
Group

November 12/12: Winterfest Market and
11/1: Summer Fishtrap Fellowship and Scholarship applications open Holiday Open House
11/1: 2027-28 Yearlong Writers Workshop applications open 12/19: Fun-shop Readings
11/3: Poems in Pieces: 4-week workshop with Nellie Bridge

11/5-7: Eagle Cap Film Festival

11/6: Fishtrap Fireside

11/11: Tension and Release: a workshop with Eric Braman

11/13: Fishtrap Writing Group

11/14: Fishtrap Online Writing Group

11/21: Fun-shop Readings




January April

1/2: Soliloquy Café: Youth Writing Group & Open Mic 4/2: Fishtrap Fireside

1/6: 6-week Photo/Essay/Poetry workshop with Nick Jaina 4/3: Soliloquy Café: Youth Writing Group
1/8: Fishtrap Fireside & Open Mic

1/8: Winter Fishtrap Registration Opens 4/9: Fishtrap Writing Group

1/8: Fishtrap Writing Group 4/10: Fishtrap Online Writing Group
1/9: Fishtrap Online Writing Group 4/17: Fun-shop Readings

1/11-29: Fishtrap Reads: James by Percival Everett
1/16: Fun-shop Readings

1/19: 8-week Magazine Writing workshop with Emily Withnall M“v

Februury 5/7: Youth Fishtrap Fireside

2/1: Summer Fishtrap Registration Opens 5/14: Fishtrap Writing Group

2/5: Fishtrap Fireside 5/15: Fishtrap Online Writing Group
2/6: Soliloquy Café: Youth Writing Group & Open Mic 5/22: Fun-shop Readings

2/12: Fishtrap Writing Group

2/13: Fishtrap Online Writing Group

2/20: Fun-shop Readings

2/25-27: Winter Fishtrap: Healthcare in the Rural West

March June

y P 6/14-19: Outpost on the Zumwalt Prairie
3/5: Fishtrap Fireside: Women'’s History Month Edition with CMarie Fuhrman
3/6: Soliloquy Café: Youth Writing Group & Open Mic
3/8-3/13: Missoula Children’s Theatre
3/12: Fishtrap Writing Group
3/13: Fishtrap Online Writing Group
3/20: Fun-shop Readings

6/22-27: 40th Summer Fishtrap
Gathering of Writers




Fishtrap Fireside
First Fridays October through April*

Join us in-person or online for Fishtrap Fireside, a monthly
public reading series for Northeast Oregon regional writers to
share their work. Each month you'll hear what the people
who live here are thinking about and writing down. Fireside
takes place at Fishtrap in Enterprise at 7pm and is
livestreamed on fishtrap.org and our YouTube channel.
*January Fireside takes place 1/8/27

Fishtrap Reads: James by Percival Everett
January 2027

Fishtrap Reads returns to Wallowa and Union Counties this
January with the goal to inspire everyone to read a great book
together as a community. Join us for three weeks of events and
discussions at Fishtrap and throughout Wallowa

County, local locations in LaGrande, and online

at fishtrap.org. A full schedule of events will be

posted later this fall.




Winter Fishtrap: Healthcare in the Rural West
February 25-27, 2027
Registration opens January 2027

Winter Fishtrap has a long tradition of bringing people together to think deeply about the
issues that matter in the West. Along the way, they’ve sparked new questions, unexpected
connections, and conversations that continue long after the event ends. Now we're turning our
attention to the people, systems, challenges, and possibilities shaping rural healthcare. Join
healthcare providers, community leaders, researchers, advocates, and citizens for a weekend of
engaging talks, panel discussions, films, and conversation exploring the challenges—and
possibilities—of rural healthcare.




Theater

Whether you have an itch to perform on stage, have always
wanted to hear your own words performed out loud, or
want to be entertained for an hour or two, Fishtrap is
creating a program for you.

MidValley Theatre Company

Fishtrap is proud to support the MidValley Theatre Company. Founded in 1995, the mission of
the MidValley Theatre Company (MVTC) is to provide high-quality educational, cultural, civic, and
artistic theater to Wallowa County, along with offering opportunities for amateur participation in

all aspects of theater. To ensure that this good work continues, Fishtrap is the new home of the

company beginning with the 2026-27 season.

Fishtrap Fun-Shop Readings
November-May
In-person at Fishtrap the third Saturday of the month

Pick up a script. Find a voice. Make new friends.

Do you love theatre? Had some on-stage experience? Or are you
curious about acting but never tried it before?

Come play with us! We'll provide you with short, lively monologues,
duologues, and short skits—funny, serious, strange, tender, dramatic, or
just plain unexpected—that we can try out together. Open to all ages
and experiences. Drop-ins welcome.




tnSsense Missoula Children’s Theatre: Jack and the Beanstalk
CHILDREN’S March 8-13, 2027

THEATRE

Joseph Charter School

Fishtrap will once again be teaming up with Missoula Children’s Theatre in March of 2027 to
bring an original version of the classic Jack in the Beanstalk to Wallowa County. Open to all
Wallowa County students in grades K-12.

Youth Programs

Fishtrap’s mission to cultivate clear thinking and good writing starts with our youngest folks. We believe
that providing writing, theater, and storytelling opportunities for our youth lays the foundation for a
strong, empathetic community. Our main goal is to inspire rural youth to discover their inner creative
voices and develop their talents with guidance from excellent instructors. Fishtrap’s youth programming is
offered in each school in the county and provides more than 2,500 hours of instruction annually.

New! Soliloquy Café

First Saturday of the month October - April

FREE

Welcome to Soliloquy Café, a new monthly open mic event for Wallowa
County teens ages 14+! This is an opportunity for high school writers to
showcase their creative writing projects with their community and peers.
Bring your latest poem, song, chapter, short story, or stand-up to share
amongst other young creatives in a brave space. Coffee & Doughnuts
provided. All genres, styles, themes, and deliveries encouraged!




Help Fishtrap cultivate clear thinking and good writing in 2027!

Be a Fishtrapper!

Grow your connection with the Fishtrap Community.

Fishtrappers provide continuing support for ALL of Fishtrap's programs.
With your recurring monthly gift, you receive access to benefits that keep
you engaged and connected to Fishtrap all year round, no matter where
you live!

Become a Fishtrapper for as little at $5/month or $60/year.

Flshtrapper Benefits
Welcome kit with a Fishtrap Journal, sticker, and more
« Discounts on registrations for Writing Workshops and programs
including Summer Fishtrap, Winter Fishtrap, Outpost,
performances, and events.
« The warm feeling that comes from supporting an organization
you love!
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Other ways to give

There are lots of ways to support Fishtrap including making a one-time gift, sponsorships,
donating stock, giving via your donor-advised fund, or by making a qualified distribution from
your IRA. Learn more on our website.
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Join us for our 40th year cultivating clear thinking and

Visit fishtrap.org for
the most up-to-date
information on
programs and
events!
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good writing in and about the West!
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Fishtrap

Writing and the West

107 W. Main Street
PO Box 38
Enterprise, OR 97828




